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YVETTE BOISCLAIR 
SHIRLEY B. COHEN 
DORIS COLLINS 
EVALINA CONSTANTINE 
MARGUERITE A. DALEY 
*MARY P. FEELEY 
MARGARET FANNING 
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GARRISON L. OLIVER 
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Trustee’s Report 


To the Honorable, the City Council of the City of New Bedford, 
Mass. 


The Trustees present their Ninety-ninth Annual Report to 


the City Council in the Report of the Librarian, which has been 
adopted by the Board. 


Respectfully submitted, 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES, 
LAURENCE G. HILL, 


Clerk of the Board 
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Report of the Librarian 


I herewith submit for your approval the Ninety-ninth Annual 
Report of the Librarian of the Free Public Library. 


The year 1951 was highlighted by the news that the Trus- 
tees of the Free Public Library were to be tegatees to an esti- 
mated $1,200,000 under the will of Sylvia Ann Howland Green 
Wilks, daughter of Hetty Green. It is particularly fitting that a 
substantial part of the Green fortune should return to New 
Bedford since the beginnings of the fortune originally came 
from the New Bedford waaling industry. 


Since the Wilks bequest is unrestricted by any terms of 
the will it follows that careful planning for its use is essential 
so that the Library may derive the greatest benefit both at 
present and in the years to come. 


ADULT SERVICES 


The Library continues to stress the informational and 
reference services that are available to the public. Through 
direct publicity at the Library and the word of mouth advertis- 
ing of satisfied patrons the Reference and Business and Technical 
Rooms are becoming the first resort of those who need informa- 
tion in their daily lives. An average of forty serious questions 
which require some research are answered every day. This, of 
course, does not include the thousands of inquiries on puzzle 
contests and similar questions that are handled as a routine 
matter. 


One of the more useful services performed in the Reference 
Room is the keeping of the “Calendar of Events” a day by day 
listing of future meetings and special events in New Bedford. 
Many New Bedford orgarazations have found this service very 
helpful in avoiding conflicts with other organizations when 
planning regular meetings or special programs. These organi- 
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zations also cooperate by sending in their scheduled events so 
that they may be listed on the “Calendar of Events”. 


Circulation of adult books continues the trend toward in- 
creased borrowing of non-fiction books and decrease in the home 
reading of fiction. Non-fiction books now account for 43% 
of the total adult circulation at the Main Library. A total gain 
of 3,356 in adult non-fiction was offset by a loss of 13,683 in 
fiction. Part of this loss is due to inability of the Library to 
supply sufficient copies of currently popular fiction. 


Although the reading of plays and books that have been 
dramatized has been stimulated it seems evident that television 
will permanently supplant the recreational reading of light fiction 
for a great number of people. It is too early to assess the 
effect this may have on future book buying policies but it could 
lead to a greater emphasis in the purchase of more copies of 
better quality fiction and ihe acquisition of fewer titles of unim- 
portant or mediocre fiction. 


YOUNG PEOPLE’S AND CHILDREN’S SERVICES 


Despite a slight loss in circulation for the year the chil- 
dren’s department has been very active. All sixth and-seventh 
grades in the public and many in the parochial schools were 
given a conducted tour of the Main Librarv and instructed in 
the use of the catalog and various reference books. In addition 
the Supervisor of Children’s work visited the fourth grades of 
all public and parochial schools to tell stories and introduce the 
Library to the pupils. 


Special activities of the Children’s Department featured a 
CARE-UNESCO Book Furd drive to purchase a set of books to 
be sent to a foreign country to be chosen by the contributors. 
The Summer Reading Club “Sail with Care” combined the CARE 
program with reading for !:0ok prizes. Book lists and special col- 
lections of books for a number of schools were prepared by the 
Supervisor and her staff. 

A new feature this year is a section of books for the teen- 
aged young people called “Teen Town.” This has proved popu- 
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lar and will be expanded when funds are available for the pro- 
vision of a larger collection. 


The physical condition of the Children’s Room and its 
equipment are a constant reminder that no major renovation has 
taken place since the room opened some forty years ago. The 
Librarian and Children’s Supervisor are at present drawing up 
plans for an extensive remodeling of the room and a list of new 
furniture and equipment to replace the present outmoded and 
worn out equipment. This plan will be presented to the Trustees 
for consideration early in 1952. 


ART AND MUSIC 


The Record Collection begun late in 1950 now contains over 
five hundred records which had a circulation of 3,191 during 
1951. The records have been used in classrooms and as back- 
ground music at various affairs as well as for the personal 
listening enjoyment of the borrowers. In addition to recorded 
music a few recordings of plays and poetry have been purchased. 
Many gifts of records have been received from interested patrons 
and are greatly appreciated. 


The picture collection circulated 41,246 pictures mostly to 
school children for classroom use. The picture collection is a 
valuable adjunct to the service of the Library and well worth the 
constant care that its maintenance entails. 


Classes in art and music have visited the Art Room as groups 
for the purpose of informing them of the splendid resources 
available in this department. 


GENEALOGY AND LOCAL HISTORY 


The Genealogy and Local History collection was much used 
during the past year by many local residents particularly for 
the consultation of the microfilm files of New Bedford News- 
papers. Visitors and students from all parts of the country 
have found valuable material for their researches in the exten- 
sive local history collection. 
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A listing of whaling Jogs owned by the New Bedford Free 
Public Library has been prepared and is now available in 
mimeographed form. Further work on the listing and indexing 
of logs, journals, ships papers and other primary source mater- 
ials is continuing so that information may be found with dis- 
patch and efficiency. 


The new microcard printing process for reproducing books 
is currently being used to reproduce genealogical material at a 
very reasonable cost and offers an excellent opportunity to 
increase the scope of the collection since the Library already 
owns, through a gift, a microcard reader. 


BRANCHES AND EXTENSION 


The new interior painting and improved lighting in the 
North and South Branches has improved their appearance greatly. 
Both branches reflect the irend to increased non-fiction and de- 
creased fiction circulation. Special effort to attract children 
has been made at both the North and South Branches. 


The West Branch has continued to increase its circulation, 
showing a gain of 2,440 for the year. The branch quarters are 
small for the amount of use the branch is getting. A separate 
building with larger area for books and a small hall for cony 
munity affairs would be a definite asset to this section of the 


city. 


It is also time to give some thought to the possibility of 
another branch in the North End. There is a large residential 
area being built up in the North End that is without neighbor- 
hood library service. A study should be made of the whole 
north section of New Bedford for the purpose of providing 
library service to this fast growing residential area. 


The extension service of the Library provided books for 
St. Luke’s Hospital, the City Infirmary and to several rest 
homes and shut-ins. However, because of unsatisfactory trans- 
portation arrangements service to rest homes and shut-ins was 
curtailed from July until the end of the year. 
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PUBLIC RELATIONS 
‘The Library has been active in its public relations program. » 


On Station WBSM the Librarian has been a regular guest on 
the Harriet Hall program at 10:00 a.m. Monday morning. The 
program is an informal chat on news of the Library activities 
and books. WBSM and the Library also cooperated to present 
a weekly program featuring UNESCO and its varied activities. 
This program ran for several months and was well received. 


“Pages from the Library” a program heard over WNBH at 
6:45 p.m. Wednesday is devoted to a variety of features in- 
cluding book reviews, information on library services and de- 
partments and interviews with speakers sponsored by the Library. 


The Travel Talk series of lectures begun in the fall of 1951 


enjoyed excellent attendance. 


The Library sponsored several art exhibits which were well 
attended. In addition the various holidays and special events 
have been the subject of displays and exhibits spotlighting the 


Library’s own material. 


Miss Riley, Miss Nye, Miss Bonner and Miss Cohen have 


all been active in speaking on the Library and its services. 


The New Bedford Standard-Times in addition to excellent 
coverage of all Library affairs ran an excellent series of feature 


stories on the many departments of the Library. 


The Librarian would like to express his appreciation to 
the Standard-Times and radio stations WBSM and WNBH for 
their interest and cooperation in publicizing the activities of 


the Library. 


GIFTS 


Although the bequest from the Wilks estate overshadowed all 
other gifts the Library received many useful books and other 


materials from public spirited and interested citizens. 
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PERSONNEL 


During 1951 Miss Grace D. Sherman, Circulation Depart- 
ment Head; Mr. Clifton N. Hatch, Elevator Operator and Mr. 
George Sunderland, Senior Custodian, retired representing an 
aggregate of ninety-one years of service. It is with regret that 
we have seen them leave and we hope their years of retirement 
may be long and pleasaant. 


In April of 1951 the position of Assistant Librarian was re- 
stored and Miss Claire N. Riley, formerly Supervisor of Adult 
Services, was appointed to fill the: position. 


RECOMMENDATIONS 


In preceding years it has been the custom to close the annual 
report of the Librarian with a list of specific recommendations. 
The following recommendations dealing with building mainten- 
ance and improvement are put forward to be provided from 


public funds. 


1—An alternating current light and power system for the 
Main Library Buiiding. 

2—Sandblasting and steam cleaning the exterior of the 
Main Library Building. 

3—Installation of safety devices on the doors of the public 
passenger elevator and extensive repairs and renovation 
of the book elevator. 

4— New flooring in the Children’s Room and Reference Room. 


5—Extension of running water to the third floor. 

In closing this annual report I wish to express my thanks to 
the Board of Trustees and to all personnel of the Library for 
their cooperation during the past year. 


Respectfully submitted, 


LAURENCE G. HILL 
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STATISTICS IN FORM RECOMMENDED BY THE 
AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


Annual Report for year ending December 31, 1951 


Name of Library—New Bedford Free Public Library. 
City—New Bedford. State-—Massachusetts. 
Name of Librarian—Laurence G. Hill. 

Date of Founding—1852. 

Population served—109,189 (U. S. Census 1950). 
What government unit served—City. 


Terms of use— 
Free lending. 
Free for reference. 


Total number of agencies---224. 


Central Library, 3 Branches, 217 school deposits and class- 
room libraries, 1 hospital, old age heme, City Infirmary. 


Number of days open during the year dol 
Hours open each week for lending 72 
Hours open each week for reading 79 
Hours of service per week required of staff 39 
Number of Sundays open during the year 42 
Hours open cach Sunday (reading and reference) 7 
BOOK STOCK 

Number of volumes at beginning of year 235,192 
Number of volumes added during year | eee 
Number of volumes withdrawn during year 3,704 

Total number of volumes at end of year 239,220 
Number of newspapers currently received 30 
Number of periodicals currently received 328 
Number of Music Records added 299 


Total number of Music Records 925 
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CIRCULATION AND USE 


Number of volumes of adult non-fiction Jent for 
home use 


Number of volumes of adult fiction lent for 
home use 


Number of books for children lent for home use 
Total number of volumes lent for home use 


Total number of Music Records lent for 
home use 


REGISTRATION 


Total number of registered card-holders 
Length of registration period is 3 years. 


CITY APPROPRIATION 


Appropriation 
Salaries 62:751.33 
Wages 32,814.50 
Building Maintenance 137.79 
Insurance 324.44 
Janitors Supplies 1,165.67 
Binding 3,147.37 
Printing 203.30 
Express 160.37 
Postage 200.00 
Telephone 765.02 
Light 562.27 
Heat 318.30 
Water 94.40 
Stationery and Supplies 2,290.31 
Travel and Transportation 256.74 
All Other 568.69 
Rent 720.00 
New Equipment 257.50 
Books and Periodicals 2,499.90 
109,237.90 
Balance 488.03 
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93,690 


116,359 
173,590 
343,639 


3,191 


let ow 


$109,725.93 


$109,725.93 
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KEMPTON FUND 


Balance $913.65 
Receipts 10,099.17 
Books and Periodicals 10,257.82 
All Other 15.00 
Phonograph Records 42.00 
Stationery and Supplies 7.97 

10,322.79 


Balance 690.03 


SYLVIA ANN HOWLAND FUND 


Balance $279.43 
Receipts 1,414.31 
Books and Periodicals 1,513.78 

TSi36 


Balance 179.96 


GEORGE O. CROCKER FUND 


Balance $155.10 
Receipts 284.40 
Phonograph Records 397.73 

397.73 


Balance 41.77 


OLIVER CROCKER FUND 


Balance $32.56 
Receipts 21.25 
Books and Periodicals 10.75 

10.75 


Balance 43.06 


$11,012.82 


$11,012.82 


$1,693.74 


$1,693.74 


$439.50 


$439.50 


$53.81 


$53.81 
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GEORGE HOWLAND, JR. FUND 


Balance $28.75 
Receipts 34.00 
Books and Periodicals 5.52 
Say 

Balance SLES 


JAMES B. CONGDON FUND 


Balance $10.71 
Receipts 10.63 
Balance 


CHARLES W. MORGAN FUND 


Balance $21.94 
Receipts 21.25 
Books and Periodicals 4 14.06 

14.06 


Balance 29.13 


CHARLES L. WOOD FUND 


Balance $38.22 
Receipts 42.50 
Books and Periodicals 49.44 

49.44. 


Balance 31.28 


ihe 15) 


$62.75 


$62.75 


$21.34 
$21.34 


$43.19 


$43.19 


$80.72 


$80.72 
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ELIZABETH B. MACKIE FUND 


Balance $41.52 
Receipts 21.25 
Books and Periodicals Seeks 
37.75 

Balance 25.02 


FLORENCE L. WAITE FUND 


Balance $250.94. 
Receipts 493.32 
Books and Periodicals 399.22 

399.22 


Balance 345.04 


PATTY WILCOX FUND 


Balance $191.22 
Receipts 112.50 
Books and Periodicals 22.42 
22.42 

Balance 281.30 


FREDERICK SLOCUM ALLEN FUND 


Balance $57.71 
Receipts 22.50 
Balance 


$62.77 


$62.77 


$744.26 


$744.26 


$303.72 


$303.72 


$80.21 
$80.21 
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HENRY H. CRAPO FUND 


Balance 
Receipts 


Balance 
Receipts 


Balance 
Receipts 


Balance 
Receipts. 


$207.40 
.00 
New Equipment 82.64 
82.64 
Balance 124.76 
DEBORAH B. TRIPP FUND 
$258.80 
538.12 
Books and Periodicals 510.63 
Trustees’ Commissions 25.41 
Safe Deposit Box Rent 4.80 
540.84 
Balance 256.08 
DUPLICATE PAY 
$360.62 
136.27 
Books and Periodicals 92.23 
92.23 
Balance 404.66 
WILLIAM L. R. GIFFORD FUND 
$458.33 
.00 
Books and Periodicals 45.40 
45.40 
Balance 412.93 
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$207.40 


$207.40 


$796.92 


$796.92 


$496.89 


$496.89 


$458.33 


$458.33 
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FINANCE 


RECEIPTS 


City Appropriation $109,725.93 
Income from Trust Funds 


(Incl. balance from 


1950) 16,061.48 
Rental Collection 496.89 
$126,284.30 


Note: 


EXPENDITURES 
OPERATING EXPENSES 


Salaries: Library Staff $62,751.33 
Wages: Building Staff 32,814.50 
Books and Periodicals 15,458.92 
Rebinding 3,147.37 
Heat, light, water 974.97 
Insurance 324.44 
New Equipment 340.14 
Rent 720.00 


Other Operating Expenses 6,240.80 


Grand Total $122,772.47 
Balance on hand at end 

of fiscal year 3,911.83 
$488.03 of this balance 

reverted to the City 
Actual balance $3,023.80 


City supplies heat and light at Main Library and heat at one 
branch. City Building Department does all Library repairs. 


Figures for 


these items not included in Receipts or Expenditures. 
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ANNUAL REPORT 
Free Public Library 
IN CITY COUNCIL, June 12, 1952 


Received, placed on file and ordered printed in the City 
Documents. 


CHARLES W. DEASY, City Clerk 
Attest: 


CHARLES W. DEASY, City Clerk 
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